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The Geneva Lectures on Global Economic Governance profile the work of leading scholars
and experts, particularly those from developing countries, on the future of global economic
governance and the multilateral trading system, with a special emphasis on the need for
sustainable development, the challenge of meeting the United Nations Millennium
Development Goals, and the perspective of developing countries.

The Geneva Lectures combine a series of public lectures with occasional Special Addresses
by senior public officials. To promote dialogue between top scholars, experts and
policymakers, the lectures are sometimes complemented by commentaries from leading
experts in Geneva’s international community.

All lectures are open to the public and held at the Graduate Institute’s Auditorium Jacques-
Freymond (AJF).

The Geneva Lectures are the centerpiece of a joint initiative of the Centre for Trade and Economic Integration at the
Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies and the Global Economic Governance Programme at the
University of Oxford.
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Speaker Biography

Guillermo Valles Galmés

Ambassador Valles Galmés is a career diplomat with over 30 years of experience. He has
served in several bilateral and multilateral diplomatic missions in Latin American, European,
Asian and U.N. posts, and has held several relevant political positions including that of
Deputy Foreign Minister of Uruguay

Ambassador Valles Galmés has participated in numerous bilateral and multilateral trade
negotiations including those leading to the establishment of MERCOSUR, the conclusion of
the Uruguay Round and the launching of the Mercosur-EU trade talks. In 2004, he was
appointed Uruguayan Ambassador to the United Nations, the World Trade Organization
(WTOQO) and other international organizations in Geneva. Since 2007, he continues to head
the Uruguayan diplomatic mission to the WTO and its sister organization the International
Trade Center. In that capacity, he represents his country’s interests in WTO and in the Doha
Round. In addition to his diplomatic responsibilities as Permanent Representative of
Uruguay to the WTO, Ambassador Valles has also been Chair of the WTO’s Rules
Negotiating Group for the Doha Round for three years (i.e., the negotiating group that seeks
to clarify and improve WTO rules related to antidumping, subsidies, fisheries subsidies and
regional trade agreements). Since 2004, he has also been the Chair of the Working Group
for the accession of Algeria to the WTO.

Ambassador Valles graduated from the School of Law of the Universidad de la Republica in
Uruguay with the title of Doctor in Diplomacy.



