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Married, 2 children 
Interests
General: comparative political economy of development, globalization and economic development

Specific: politics of production in Africa, business-state relations in developing countries, heterodox 

theories of economic development
Other expertise: democratization in Africa, negotiating foreign aid
Academic History 
1996-2000
B.A. in Political Science, thesis with honors, and B.A. in Economics, University of 



North Carolina at Chapel Hill, North Carolina, USA.

2000-2002 M.Phil. in Development Studies, with distinction and awarded Eugene Havas prize for 
outstanding performance, University of Oxford, Department for International 
Development, Oxford, UK. Studies partially funded by the Overseas Research Student 
Award (UK).

2002-2005 D.Phil. in Politics, University of Oxford, thesis on the politics of development and 
democracy in Ghana. Studies funded by Overseas Research Student Award, Oxford 
African Humanities Research Fund ORISHA Studentship, and Politics and International 
Relations Departmental Bursary Award.

Employment Record
2005-2008 Junior Research Fellowship (post-doctoral), Global Economic Governance Programme, University College and the Department of Politics and International Relations, University of Oxford, UK.

2008-2011
Project Senior Researcher, Politics and Development research unit, Danish Institute for 

International Studies, Copenhagen, Denmark.

Courses taught at the Department of Society and Globalization, Roskilde University

Contending Theories and Strategies for Inclusive Development in a Globalizing World

(Complimentary seminar for Global Studies and International Development Studies programs)

Global Political Economy (Mandatory course in Global Studies program)

Methodological workshop: Measuring Power in International Relations (Global Studies program)

Grants & Research Funding 

Member of a consortium that received 3 years funding from The Danish Agency/FFU, for the Elites and the New Poverty Agenda research program (renamed Elites, Production and Poverty: a comparative study (EPP)), awarded 2007; research program runs 2008-2010 (extended to 2011), see http://www.diis.dk/epp.
British Academy Small Research Grant, awarded July 2007. 

Publications

Journal articles

Forthcoming 2012. Lindsay Whitfield, ‘How countries become rich and reduce poverty: A review of heterodox explanations of economic development’, Development Policy Review.

Forthcoming 2012. Stefan Ouma and Lindsay Whitfield, ‘The Making and Remaking of Agro-industries in Africa’, Journal of Development Studies, as part of a special section edited by Ouma and Whitfield.

Forthcoming 2012. Lindsay Whitfield, ‘Developing Technological Capabilities in Agro-Industry: Ghana’s experience with fresh pineapple exports’, Journal of Development Studies, as part of a special section edited by Ouma and Whitfield.

2010. Lindsay Whitfield and Alastair Fraser, ‘Negotiating Aid: the structural conditions shaping the negotiating strategies of African governments’, International Negotiation Journal Vol.15 No.3.

2010. Lindsay Whitfield, ‘The State Elite, PRSPs and Policy Implementation in Aid Dependent Ghana’, Third World Quarterly 31(5): 721-737.
2009. Lindsay Whitfield, ‘Change for a Better Ghana’: party competition, institutionalization and alternation in Ghana’s 2008 elections’, African Affairs 108: 621-641.

2006. Lindsay Whitfield, ‘The Politics of Urban Water Reform in Ghana’, Review of African Political Economy 33(109): 425:448.

2005. Lindsay Whitfield, ‘Trustees of Development from Conditionality to Governance: Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers in Ghana’, Journal of Modern African Studies 43(4): 641-664.

2003. Lindsay Whitfield, ‘Civil Society as Idea and Civil Society as Process: the case of Ghana’, Oxford Development Studies 31(3): 379-400.

Edited books and book chapters 
Turning Points in African Democracy, A.R. Mustapha & Lindsay Whitfield (eds). 2009. Oxford: James Currey. Co-edited the book and contributed the following chapters:

Chapter 1: African Democratisation: The Journey So Far, by A.R. Mustapha & L. Whitfield

Chapter 4: Ghana since 1993: A Successful Democratic Experiment?, by L. Whitfield

Chapter 12: Conclusion: The Politics of African States in the Era of Democratisation, by L.Whitfield & A.R. Mustapha

The Politics of Aid: African Strategies for Dealing with Donors, L. Whitfield (ed). 2009. Oxford: Oxford University Press. Editor of the book and contributed the following chapters:

Introduction: Aid and Sovereignty, by L. Whitfield & A. Fraser

Chapter 1: Negotiating Aid, by L. Whitfield & A. Fraser

Chapter 3: Understanding Contemporary Aid Relationships, by A. Fraser & L. Whitfield

Chapter 7: Ghana: Breaking out of Aid Dependence?, by L. Whitfield & E. Jones 

Chapter 12: Aid and Power: A comparative analysis of the country studies, by L. Whitfield

Conclusion: Changing Conditions?, by L. Whitfield

‘Identity Construction in Development Practices: the Government of Ghana, Civil Society, Private Sector and Development Partners’, in Professional Identities: Policy and Practice at Work in Business and Bureaucracy, (ed.) Fiona Moore. 2007. Oxford: Berghahn.

Working papers

Lindsay Whitfield. Forthcoming 2011. ‘Political Challenges with Implementing Industrial Policy in Ghana: Lessons from the palm oil industry’. DIIS Working Paper 2011:30. Copenhagen: Danish Institute for International Studies.

Lindsay Whitfield. Forthcoming 2011. ‘Political Challenges to Developing Non-Traditional Exports in Ghana: Neglected opportunity of horticulture exports’. DIIS Working Paper 2011:29. Copenhagen: Danish Institute for International Studies.

Lindsay Whitfield. 2011. ‘Competitive Clientelism, Easy Financing and Weak Capitalists: 

The Contemporary Political Settlement in Ghana’. DIIS Working Paper 2011: 27. Copenhagen: Danish Institute for International Studies.

Lindsay Whitfield. 2011. ‘Growth without Economic Transformation: Economic impacts of Ghana’s political settlement’. DIIS Working Paper 2011: 28. Copenhagen: Danish Institute for International Studies.

Lars Buur and Lindsay Whitfield. 2011. ‘Engaging in Productive Sector Development: Comparisons between Mozambique and Ghana’. DIIS Working Paper 2011:22. Danish Institute for International Studies, Copenhagen.

Lindsay Whitfield and Ole Therkildsen. 2011. ‘What Drives States to Support the Development of Productive Sectors? Strategies ruling elites pursue for political survival and their policy implications’. DIIS Working Paper 2011: 15. Danish Institute for International Studies, Copenhagen.
Lindsay Whitfield. 2011. ‘How countries become rich and reduce poverty: A review of heterodox explanations of economic development’. DIIS Working Paper 2011: 13. Danish Institute for International Studies, Copenhagen.
Lindsay Whitfield. 2009. ‘Reframing the Aid Debate: why aid isn’t working and how it should be changed’. DIIS Working Paper 2009:34. Accessible at http://www.diis.dk

Lindsay Whitfield. 2009. ‘Ownership and the Donor-Recipient Relationship’. DIIS Working Paper 2009:18. Accessible at http://www.diis.dk

Lindsay Whitfield. 2009. ‘The new “New Poverty Agenda” in Ghana: what impact?’. DIIS Working Paper 2009:15. Accessible at http://www.diis.dk/epp.

To make The Politics of Aid more widely accessible, the book’s main findings and arguments were published as a working paper with the same title, by Lindsay Whitfield and Alastair Fraser. 2008. Global Economic Governance Programme Working Paper 2008/42. 

Lindsay Whitfield. 2006. ‘Aid’s Political Consequences: the Embedded Aid System in Ghana’, Global Economic Governance Programme Working Paper 2006/24. 
Policy Briefs
2008. ‘Reforming Foreign Aid Practices: What country ownership is and what donors can do to support it’, by Paolo de Renzio, Lindsay Whitfield and Isaline Bergamaschi, Global Economic Governance Programme Briefing Paper. 

2008. ‘Managing Aid Dependence: How African governments lost ownership and how they can regain it’, by Lindsay Whitfield and Gervase Maipose, Global Economic Governance Programme Briefing Paper. 
Book Reviews

Carol Lancaster, Foreign Aid: Diplomacy, Development, Domestic Politics. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2007. Reviewed for The International History Review, June 2008, 30(2):452-4.

Mike Oquaye, Politics in Ghana, 1982-1992: Rawlings, revolution and populist democracy. New Delhi and Accra: Thomson Press (India) Ltd and Tornado Publications, 2004. Reviewed for African Affairs, July 2005, 104: 547-8.

Selected Conference Panels and Papers  (peer-reviewed, internationally established conferences)

European Association of Development Research (EADI) conference, York, UK, September 2011. Paper presented: ‘What Drives States to Support the Development of Productive Sectors’, on the panel titled Elites, Production and Poverty: a comparative study.
European Conference on African Studies (ECAS), Uppsala, Sweden, June 2011. Paper presented: ‘Why and when African states engage in productive sector development: comparisons between Mozambique and Ghana’, on the panel titled Pockets of efficiency in the neo-patrimonial state: hotbeds for the return of the developmental state in Africa.
WIDER Annual thematic conference, Helsinki, June 2009. I organized the panel titled ‘Elites and the New Poverty Agenda’, and presented the paper ‘Elites and the Horticulture Export Industry in Ghana’. 

American Political Science Association Annual Conference, Chicago, August 2007. I organized the panel titled Negotiating Aid: reconceptualizing donor-recipient relations, and presented a paper giving an overview of The Politics of Aid. 

World Institute for Development Economics Research—United Nations University (WIDER), conference on foreign aid, Helsinki, June 2006. Presented the paper ‘Shifting boundaries, Shifting Powers?’.

Specialized Conferences, Workshops and Seminar Series Organized

Business-state relations and economic development seminar series, Spring 2011, Danish Institute for International Studies, which included presentations from the top researchers in the field from the United States and across Europe.
Making and Remaking Agro-industries in Africa workshop organized at the Danish Institute for International Studies. May 2010. Selected papers from the workshop will be published as a special section of the Journal for Development Studies in 2012.
How Do Donors Think?, workshop organized at the Danish Institute for International Studies. 26-28 October 2009. As part of a workshop series on Knowledge Practices in International Development Aid funded by NORFACE (New Opportunities for Research Funding Agency Co-operation in Europe).
New Directions in Development Assistance conference, organized jointly by Cornell University and the Global Economic Governance Programme, University of Oxford. 2007. I organized and chaired the panel The Political Impacts of Aid Relationship in Africa.
Africa since Democratization workshop organized at the Department of Politics and International Relations, University of Oxford. 2006. Papers delivered were published as Turning Points in African Democracy.
International Policy-related Presentations

‘The Politics of Aid and Challenges to the Aid Effectiveness Agenda’, presentation at the Austrian Research Foundation for International Development, for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Vienna, Austria, 3 November 2011.
‘Five Propositions about What Aid Should and Shouldn’t Do: aid, private sector and economic development’, presentation at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Hague, Netherlands, 16 May 2011.
‘Revolutionizing Aid and Economic Relations with Africa’, presentation to the Africa Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Copenhagen, Denmark, 24 February 2011.

‘Reframing the Aid Debate’, presentation to the development technical committee of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Copenhagen, Denmark, 29 January 2010.

‘Aid and Ghana’, briefing to the foreign affairs parliamentary committee, Danish Parliament, Copenhagen. 25 November 2009.

Discussant on the Joint Evaluation of the Ghana-Denmark Development Cooperation 1990-2006, workshop to discuss evaluations of Danida assistance to Ghana, Benin and Mozambique. Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Copenhagen, Denmark. 2008.
‘Challenges to realizing mutual accountability’, paper presented at the workshop Budget Support and Beyond: can the Paris Agenda on aid be delivered?, Overseas Development Institute, London. 2006.

Consultancy & Commissioned Work

‘Elites, production and poverty: preliminary findings’, for Danida (Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Denmark), background study for the Danish Development Strategy. November 2009. Accessible at http://www.diis.dk/epp.
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