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	Le Thanh FORSBERG, PhD  

PERSONAL DETAILS
Date of birth		6 February 1974 in Hanoi, Vietnam
Citizenship			Swedish & Vietnamese
Civil status			Married, two children
Address:
Balettvägen 30
142 64 Trångsund
Sweden
Mobile phone: +46 708 745681
Email: lethanh.forsberg@gmail.com
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PROFILE 
I have nine years progressive experience in development affairs and public policy as an academic analyst and policy advisor. My main profile is built on my capabilities in facilitation to design donor development strategies and management of aid-funded projects in economic governance, public administration reform and parliamentary democracy reforms, in a result-oriented, target-setting and budget- and time- constrained manner. I have also increasingly advanced my analytical skills through academic research in the political economy of development as well as various development consultancy assignments in reviewing and reporting on development policies and aid programs. I have a broad network with leading international academia, Swedish official bodies as well as international think-tanks in Europe and Asia. I have competence in institutional support, design of field studies and organizing workshops and groups meetings at various levels. I have strong interpersonal, communication and problem solving skills with global development visions through working and living in different regions of the world. I am professional in public presentations as well as policy advocacy in national and international contexts, embracing integrity, high ethical standard and commitment. 

COUNTRIES OF EXPERIENCES: Vietnam, Sweden, United Kingdom, United States, Japan


PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCES

1 Sept. 2011 - 		Policy Analyst & Development Consultant
			Nguyen Forsberg Consulting 
Areas: development cooperation & welfare policies: healthcare, labor, poverty reduction 
	
Sept. 2009 – 1 Sept. 2011 Research Scholar/ Global Leadership Fellow 
			The Oxford – Princeton Global Leaders Program
2010 – 2011		Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs, Princeton University	
2009 – 2010 	Department of Politics and International Relations, Oxford University
This fellowship is a two-year highly selective program jointly created by these two leading academic institutions to train future leading scholar-practitioners who will help devise innovative strategies to enhance the value of global institutions to the people of developing countries. 

Main responsibility (1) research on the political economy of development and politics of healthcare reform and development cooperation in developing countries; (2) delivery of lectures and policy briefing to the academic and public audiences; (3) networking with other groups of researchers from within and outside the program; (4) Maintaining regular research and policy exchanges with the program’s scholar-practitioners from Latin America, Africa and Asia.


Sep 2002 – Dec 2007	Associated Researcher and Asian Development Program Consultant
Stockholm School of Economics, Sweden 
The European Institute of Japanese Studies (EIJS)
Main responsibility: I was associated with the Stockholm School of Economics during my employment as a Ph.D. candidate at the University of Lund, Sweden. My tasks at the Stockholm School of Economics were mainly within the Asian and Southeast Asian activities of the EIJS, and consisted of:
· Analyst on the politics of foreign aid and Asian studies (Results: Comparison and review of Swedish and Japanese Aid Strategies to Vietnam)
· Assisting and engaging in designs of Sida-funded development cooperation projects in institutional capacity training to Vietnamese government officials in the fields of anti-corruption, public administration reform and governance, and parliamentary oversight and democracy in Sweden;
· Conducting review and assessment consultancy assignments with colleagues for the UNDP, the OECD and the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency, for instance on development strategies, the role of donors in development planning, aid and trade harmonization, and donor harmonization and aid efficiency;
· Participating in evaluations, reporting and presenting studies on aid effectiveness, and organizing seminars and round-tables on relevant topics.

2007 - 2009		Resident Policy Advisor & Freelance Consultant
Recruited by various actors in my network (Sweden & Vietnam)
Main responsibility: Review, assessment and policy advice on defining development strategies, aid effectiveness and the role of donors in development planning of recipient countries; facilitating in designs of cooperation programs; organizing workshops and group meetings at international and national levels on policy strategies and donor coordination.

On a liaison basis in development management of policy dialogues and cooperation between the Vietnamese National Assembly and Government agencies and the Swedish Parliament and Government bodies. I have facilitated dialogues and made briefings on government minister level between Sweden and Vietnam in development cooperation programs. This was in particularly conducted in public administration reform, transparency and openness, anti-corruption and governance issues. I was consulted as policy adviser and analyst on formulation of development and cooperation strategies, donor coordination and harmonization strategies.

1998 - 1999		Project consultant 
			Sweden - Vietnam Business Council & the Swedish Trade Council 
Embassy of Sweden in Hanoi, Vietnam
Project: How to promote trade between Sweden and Vietnam 
Funding agency: Sida
Main responsibility: Review and mapping of potential investment opportunities for Swedish business and companies in Vietnam.

I and a Swedish consultant planned, conducted and reported on a year-long field study. Some 115 Vietnamese companies were interviewed on opportunities and challenges relevant for doing business with Swedish companies. The project focused on reviewing and analyzing the business environment in Vietnam, identifying concrete possibilities, facilitated contact with relevant potential partners, and give general recommendations for Swedish companies entering the Vietnamese market.

1993 - 1998		National Coordinator for International Scholars
Faculty of International Studies, Vietnam National University.  
Main responsibility: Assist and facilitate foreign students in design of field studies and local public affairs; set up their communication contacts, interpret their interviewees.

1991 - 1993		Supervisor of Community Children Activities  
Communal Children’s Fund in Dong Da District, Hanoi, Vietnam 
Main responsibility: I initiated and planned local children activities as part of social protection and children welfare fund to inspire them and prevent them from boredom and wrongdoings.

SHORT TERM ANALYTICAL ASSIGMENTS AND CONSULTANCIES

September 2011 -	Analyst and Reviewer for Oxford Analytica Think-tank
Job description: Analyzing and critique for daily policy briefs on political economy of development: healthcare sector development, labor relationship
Results: Publication on Daily Policy Briefs

Autumn 2009		Analyst/Consultant for FRIDE (a European think-tank for Global Action)
Job description: Review and assess the impacts of  Swedish Aid Phasing-out Strategy in relation to Donor Coordination and Division of Labor in Development Cooperation and Aid Effectiveness in Vietnam (as part of review series on Malawi, Honduras, Nicaragua and Vietnam)
Result:  Policy paper No. 749, FRIDE, Madrid
(Funding agency: DAC/AECID)

Organizing & Chairing the International & EU Development Counselors Roundtable Discussion on Donor Coordination & Concentration in Vietnam
Embassy of Sweden, Hanoi, Vietnam
Job description: Review and assessment of Donor Coordination and Division of Labor in Development Cooperation & Aid Effectiveness. Review and assessment of the impact of Swedish aid phasing-out in Vietnam.
Result: Facilitation to improve communication on donor coordination in Vietnam between EU Development Counselors, Vietnamese development policy planners and coordinators of development programs at ministries and development experts from UN and academia.
(Funding Agency: FRIDE/AECID)

Spring 2008		Panel Expert and policy advisor to Swedish government delegates
Embassy of Sweden in Hanoi, Vietnam
Job description: Review, report and present to MoFA and Sida delegates the challenges and opportunities to the formulation of Swedish future cooperation in Vietnam (In preparation of aid phasing out strategy)
Result: Contribution to the formulation and contents of the Swedish 2008 – 2011 aid phasing out strategy to Vietnam

Autumn 2007		Analyst/Consultant for FRIDE (A European Think-tank for Global Action) 
			On Donor Harmonization: Between Effectiveness and Democratization
Job description: Review and assessment of development strategies and donors’ role in the development and aid effectiveness of Vietnam 
			Result: Policy Paper 316, FRIDE, Madrid, Spain
			(Funding Agency: AECID, Spain)

Spring 2007		Analyst/Consultant for Sida
			Report on the Framework for Development Cooperation in Vietnam 
			(with Professor Ari Kokko, Stockholm School of Economics)
Job description: Review of global development strategies, and impact evaluation of international development cooperation in Vietnam and the Swedish role in this framework.
Result: Country Economic Report 2008:2, Sida 
	(Funding Agency: Sida, Sweden)	

Autumn 2005		Analyst/Consultant for UNDP
			Report on the role of donors and development cooperation in Vietnam 
			(with Professor Ari Kokko, Stockholm School of Economics)
Job description: Review and analytical assessment of the role of development donors in the Vietnamese development planning.	
Result: Report and a book chapter in Vietnam’s 20 Years of Doi Moi Review	
			(Funding Agency: UNDP, Sida)
						
			Analyst/Consultant for the OECD Policy Working Unit 
			Report on Harmonization of Aid and Trade in Development
 			(with Professor Ari Kokko, Stockholm School of Economics)
Job description: Analytical assessment of the effects of OECD aid and trade harmonization to the Vietnamese development context.
Result: OECD Policy Paper 2006
			(Funding agency: DAC/OECD)

June – October 1998	Managing Consultant and Marketing Officer 
			East Asia Co., Ltd. Hanoi, Vietnam
Job description: Design public relation strategies and managing client contracts in providing security services.

March 1996		Logistic Manager of Organizing Committee 
			International Conference on Mathematics in Hanoi, 
			Vietnam National Association of Mathematics 
Job description: Organizing and coordinating service delivery, made decisions on institutional support activities and meal orders to the conference (200 participants).




EDUCATION

2009 – 2011		Postdoctoral Fellowship/Global Leaders Program
			Oxford University (1 year) & Princeton University (1 year)
			Analytical focus: political economy of development, health care reforms

29 June 2007		PhD in Institutional and Development Economics (with focus on Aid Effectiveness and Domestic Politics and Institutional Reform in Recipient Countries)
			School of Business and Economic Management, Lund University, Sweden
			Stockholm School of Economics, Sweden
Thesis: Defining Strong Ownership: Institutional Determinants and Stakeholder Interests in the Vietnamese Development Planning

2000			Master’s Degree in International Studies 
			Major in Peace and Conflict Research & International Relations
			Uppsala University, Sweden
			Thesis: The New Regionalism and Security Cooperation in Southeast Asia

1999			Bachelor of Arts in International Studies
			Major in International Relations, Vietnam National University
			Thesis: Swedish Policies towards Vietnam and the Bilateral Relations since 1969

1995			Bachelor of Arts in English Language Studies
			Hanoi Foreign Language College, Vietnam.


MEMBERSHIP OF PROFESSIONAL BODIES

September 2011 -	Member of the Contributor Network to Policy Daily Briefs 
			Oxford Analytica, UK.

2009 - 			Member of the Network of Global Leadership Fellows
			Global Economic Governance Program, Oxford University
			www.globaleconomicgovernance.org or http://glf.ox.ac.uk 

2004 - 2005 		Board member 
Swedish Committee for Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia, Sweden 
Job description: As part of this non-governmental organization consisting of representatives of numerous sectors of Swedish society, I particularly planned and made strategies for a number of projects funded by the Committee.
Result: Help to set up contacts with Vietnamese NGOs and local aid-funded sites to support children of Dioxin and Agent Orange in Vietnam

Nov 2004 – Feb 2005	Guest Researcher
			Vietnam Central Institute of Economic Management, Vietnam

1993 - 1998		Board member
			Student Council, Vietnam National University
			President of Youth and Student Union
			Faculty of International Studies, Vietnam National University
Job description: I designed and led student activities, represented and negotiated on behalf of the 500 hundred students and advocated their interests in relations to the University Management Board.

1988 – 1991		Vice-President 
			Trung Vuong High School Student Union 


KEY QUALIFICATIONS AND RELEVANT COMPETENCIES

· Ability in design and formulation of independent research, policy analysis and program evaluation
· Analytical and problem-solving skills in cross-cutting development issues;
· Strong ability in communication, networking and coordination in project management, 
· Organizational skills in supervision, planning, reporting and strategizing; dissemination
· Robust understanding of : aid modalities and procedures, aid effectiveness, donor partnership
 and contextual analysis of political, economic, social, humanitarian and security fields; 
· Professional experiences in institutional support and project management; identification of needs and fields of development and actor cooperation; design of policy and operational strategies.
· Experienced in public development affairs and public presentations;
· Strong work ethics and a passionate advocator of universal human rights, children’s and women’s rights.

LANGUAGE SKILLS (indicate competence on a scale of 1 to 5 (1 - basic; 5 - excellent)

	Language
	Reading
	Speaking
	Writing

	English
	     5
	     5
	     5

	Swedish
	     5
	     4
	     3

	Vietnamese
	     5
	     5
	     5



OTHER SKILLS: Full computer literacy and command in office administrative programs

TEACHING & LECTURESHIP EXPERIENCES

April 2008			Guest Lecturer
			Embassy of Sweden in Hanoi
To Swedish delegates from MoFA and Sida on The Conditions and Prospects for Swedish Development Cooperation to Vietnam

October 2005		Visiting Lecturer
Harvard’s Kennedy School of Government in HCMC
(To master students in the Fulbright Public Policy Program)

October 2004		Visiting Lecturer
			National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies (GRIPS), Tokyo, Japan
			(To master students in public policy)

FELLOWSHIP AND LEADERSHIP AWARDS

2009 – 2011	Global Leaders Postdoctoral Fellowship 
The Oxford – Princeton Global Leaders Program, 
Oxford University and Princeton University

2002 – 2006	Doctoral Fellowship 
The Swedish Foundation for International Higher Education and Research Cooperation; and the Bank of Sweden’s Tercentenary Foundation; Swedish School of Advanced Asia- Pacific Studies; Lund University.

1996 – 1997	Swedish Institute’s Scholarship for International Students 
A grant for studying Scandinavian social and economic history, Uppsala University and European Union law at Umeå University, Sweden.

1998		Distinguished Leadership Award
		Student Union Leadership in Vietnam, Vietnam National University  


RESEARCH INTERESTS AND PUBLICATIONS

RESEARCH AREAS	Political economy of development and welfare politics, comparative public policy; politics of foreign aid and donor development strategies, domestic political institutions, health economy and institutions governing access to healthcare; and policy ownership – power relationship and the interaction of domestic and international politics in development management, with a comparative and geographical focus on Vietnam.

			Regional integration and security policies in Southeast Asia.


PUBLICATIONS

Forsberg, Le Thanh (2010) The Swedish Exit From Vietnam: Leaving Painfully or Normalizing Bilateral Relations, Policy Paper 749, FRIDE, Madrid, Spain.

Forsberg, Le Thanh & Kokko, Ari (2008) “The Role of Donors in the Vietnamese Development Planning”, in Kokko, A. (Ed.) Vietnam’s 20 Years of Doi Moi Review, Vietnam Academy of Social Science: The Gioi Publisher, pp. 243 - 285.

Forsberg, Le Thanh & Kokko, Ari (2008) From Growth to Poverty Reduction: The Framework for Development Cooperation in Vietnam, Country Economic Report 2008:2, Sida, Stockholm.

Forsberg, Le Thanh (2007) Defining Strong Ownership: Institutional Determinants and Stakeholder Interests in Vietnamese Development Planning, Ph.D. Thesis, Lund Studies in Economic History, published by Almqvist & Wiksell International Publisher, Sweden: Stockholm.

Forsberg, Le Thanh (2007), “Country Ownership and Donor Harmonization – The Vietnamese Experiences”, Harmonization & Democratization Issues, on-line publication No. 316, Madrid: FRIDE.

Forsberg, Le Thanh (2007) “Vietnam: The Making of Recipient Ownership and Response to Swedish and Japanese aid” in Alf Morten Jerve, Annette Skovstedt-Hansen, and Yasutami Shimomura (Eds.), Aid Relationship in Asia: Exploring Ownership in Japanese and Nordic Aid, London: Palgrave, pp. 192 - 209.

Forsberg, Le Thanh with Kokko, A.; Tran, T.T.; Vu, X.N.H (2006) The Harmonization of Aid and Trade Policies: The Case of Vietnam, OECD Policy Paper Series.

Forsberg, Le Thanh (2003), “Institutional change and economic performance in Greece” in European Studies Review, Vol. 1, Issue 4, Centre for European Studies, Vietnam Academy of Social Sciences.


CONFERENCE PRESENTATION AND WORKING PAPERS

Forsberg, Le Thanh (2011) “The Politics of Health Care Statistics – The Vietnamese Empirical Case Study”, Working Paper, Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs, Princeton University, in progress (May 2011).

Forsberg, Le Thanh (2010) “The Political Economy of Health Care Commercialization in Vietnam”, Working Paper, the Oxford Global Economic Governance Program, University of Oxford. Presented at the Global Leaders Fellowship Annual Colloquium, University of Oxford, May 22-24, 2010, Oxford, UK. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Forsberg, Le Thanh (2007) “Vietnam: The Making of Recipient Ownership and Response to External Donors”, Tallinn Summer School in Business and Economics, July 29 – August 2, Estonia.

Forsberg, Le Thanh (2005) “Ownership, Aid Integration and Recipient Institutional Response: The Case of Swedish and Japanese Aid in Vietnamese Poverty Reduction” presented at the Stockholm International Workshop on Forging Partnership: A Comparative Study of Institutional Responses to Nordic and Japanese Aid, at the Stockholm School of Economics, 17 – 19 June 2005.

Forsberg, Le Thanh (2004), “Ownership of Policy: Strategic Aid Integration in Vietnam” at the Vietnam Development Forum, Japan’s National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies, Tokyo, 30 October 2004.

Forsberg, Le Thanh (2003) “Globalization and Foreign Direct Investment in Vietnam”, Paper presented at Lund International Conference on Development, Lund 9 -11 January, Sweden.

Forsberg, Le Thanh (2001) “The Asiatic Mode of Production and Japan’s village society under the
Tokugawa dynasty 1603 – 1867”, Working Paper, Doctoral Program, Economic History, Lund University (Unpublished manuscript).

Forsberg, Le Thanh (2000) “The new regionalism and security co-operation in Southeast Asia – ASEAN towards the new regional security management in the 1990s”, Master thesis series, Uppsala University Program of International Studies, Uppsala, Sweden (Unpublished manuscript).


SOME SELECTED CONFERENCES 

The Oxford 2011 Symposium on Urbanization, Human Security and Health in Emerging Markets, Templeton College, University of Oxford, Oxford 12 – 14 January 2011 (Participant with contributed reference paper)

The UN’s International Conference on Social Development and Poverty Reduction, UNRISD, Geneva 7-10 March 2010

Representing the Uppsala International Studies Program in the Oxford International Evaluation of Global Social Development, INTRACT,  Jesus’ College, Oxford March 2000

Representing the Swedish Advanced School of Asia Pacific Studies in the CASS – SSAAPS Conference on Economic Development and Social Policy, Chinese Academy of Social Science, Beijing 25-29 October 2005.

CURRENT NETWORKS
Niehaus Center for Globalization and Governance, Woodrow Wilson School, Princeton University
Global Economic Governance Programme, University College, University of Oxford
Harvard’s Vietnam Program, Kennedy School of Government & Fulbright Public Policy Program
FRIDE European Think-tank for Global Actions
Oxford Analytica, United Kingdom; Central Institute of Economic Management, Vietnam

REFEREES
Professor Robert Keohane, Co-Director, Oxford-Princeton Global Leaders Program
Distinguished Professor in Public and International Affairs
	Woodrow Wilson School, Princeton University
	Tel: +1-609-258-1856; E-mail: rkeohane@princeton.edu
Professor Ngaire Woods, Executive Director, Oxford-Princeton Global Leaders Program
	Director, Global Economic Governance Program, Oxford University
	Tel: +44 1865 276630; E-mail: ngaire.woods@univ.ox.ac.uk
Professor Ari Kokko, Director 
Center for International Business & Emerging Markets, Copenhagen Business;
	Tel: + 46 708 993569; E-mail: ari.int@cbs.dk
Ms. Elisabeth Dahlin, Director-General, Swedish Save the Children
Ambassador and Former Director, Department of Global Responsibility & International Trade, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Stockholm, Sweden. 
Tel: + 46 705 782802; E-mail: elisabeth.dahlin@rb.se
Mr Carl Lindberg, Former Vice Minister, Ministry of Education, Sweden
	Tel: + 46 18355437; Email: carl.g.lindberg@telia.com
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