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Speaker Biography 

H.E. Dr. Bhattacharya 

Dr. Debapriya Bhattacharya (born 1956), a macro-economist and a civil society activist, is the 
Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Bangladesh to the United Nations Offices, World 
Trade Organization (WTO) and other International Organizations in Geneva and Vienna. Dr. 
Bhattacharya concurrently acts as Bangladesh’s Ambassador to Vatican. Prior to his new 
assignment, he was the Executive Director of the Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD) – a leading 
think tank in South Asia. He has earlier worked as a Senior Research Fellow at the Bangladesh 
Institute of Development Studies (BIDS). 
 
Debapriya Bhattacharya did his Ph.D. and M.Sc. in Economics at Plekhanov Institute of National 
Economy, Moscow, USSR. He was a Post-Doctoral Fellow at the Queen Elizabeth House, 
University of Oxford, UK and a Senior Fulbright Fellow at the Centre for Global Development 
(CGD), Washington D.C. He was also a Visiting Fellow at the United Nations University-Institute 
of New Technology (UNU-INTECH), Maastricht and Department of Economics, University of 
Strathclyde, Glasgow. He has conducted joint research with the Institute of Developing 
Economies (IDE), Tokyo and Institute of Development Planning and Management (IDPM), 
Manchester. He undertook assignments for a number of international organizations including the 
World Bank, Asian Development Bank, UNDP, UNEP, UNIDO, UNCTAD, ILO as well as bilateral 
development agencies from the USA, Japan, UK, the Netherlands, Switzerland and Sweden. 
Since 2001 Dr. Bhattacharya has regularly contributed to the preparation of the Global 
Competitiveness Report (GCR) of the World Economic Forum (WEF). He undertook short-term 
overseas assignments in Costa Rica for CARE International, in India for the World Bank, in 
Nepal for the UNDP, in Sri Lanka for the British ODA, in Malaysia for the EDI, World Bank, 
Mongolia for the APO, and Bulgaria and Moscow for the UN-DESA. 
 
Dr. Bhattacharya regularly participates in high-level consultative bodies of the Government of 
Bangladesh. He was a member of the Macro-economic Policy Advisory Committee, Ministry of 
Finance; Banking Sector Reform Committee; Advisory Committee of the Securities and 
Exchange Commission; Panel of Economists for the Fifth Five Year Plan (1997-2002), Ministry 
of Planning; Member, National Committee on Utilisation of Gas Resources, Ministry of Energy 
and Mineral Resources and National Committee for Vision 2020, Prime Minister’s Office. Dr. 
Bhattacharya drafted the Industrial Policy (1999) for the Ministry of Industries. He was a Director 
of Janata Bank (1996-2000), the second largest bank in Bangladesh. He was a member of the 
Task Force on “Foreign Aid” constituted under the Adviser (Minister) for Planning in the Interim 
Government of 1991. 
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He has been a longstanding member of the Advisory Committee on WTO Affairs, Ministry of 
Commerce, Government of Bangladesh. He prepared the “Trade-related Technical Assistance 
Need Assessment of Bangladesh” in 1999, the first such country report prepared for support 
under the “Integrated Framework for Trade-Related Technical Assistance to Least-developed 
Countries” of the WTO. He has also prepared a number of position papers for the Ministry of 
Commerce relating to WTO negotiations. 
 
Dr. Bhattacharya was a member of the official Bangladesh delegation to the WTO Fourth 
Ministerial Meeting held in Doha (2001) and the Second Meeting of the LDC Trade Ministers 
held in Dhaka (2003). He played a critical role in the national preparatory process for the WTO 
Ministerials held in Cancun (2003) and Hong Kong (2005). Dr. Bhattacharya played a guiding 
role in organization of the pre-WTO Ministerial International Civil Society Forums on LDC 
Interests, held in Dhaka in 2003 and 2005. 
 
He remains active in international networks on international trade, migration, development 
finance and pro-poor macroeconomic policy. He was a member of the “Task Force on WTO” set 
up by the South Asia Centre for Policy Studies (SACEPS). Since its inception in 2004, he had 
been faculty member of the Regional Trade Policy Courses (RTPC) for Asia and Pacific 
organized by the WTO in Hong Kong and Singapore.  
 
He was a member of the founding Panel of Advisory Board of the International Centre for Trade 
and Development (ICTSD), Geneva. He is currently the Regional Editor of the Oxford 
Development Studies, Member of the Editorial Board, South Asian Studies, Colombo and 
Chairperson of the EU-LDC Network. Dr. Bhattacharya was the General Secretary of the 
Bangladesh Economic Association for three consecutive terms. He is a member of the governing 
body of BRAC and sits on the Academic Council of the BRAC University. 
 
In the recent past Dr. Bhattacharya has played an leading role for promoting good governance in 
the country and, particularly, spearheaded the civil society campaign for “Clean and Competent 
Candidates” for parliamentary elections in Bangladesh. He married to Dr. Irina Shebanova, an 
economist. They have a daughter, Alexandra Bhattacharya, who is reading Law at the London 
School of Economics (LSE). 
 
Most Recent Publications 
 
Books/Monographs 
 

 Globalisation and the LDCs: Perspectives from the Asia-Pacific Region, CPD-Pathak 
Shamabesh, Dhaka, 2004 (co-author). 

 
 “Globalization and the State: Human Development and Capacity Building Needs – A 

Review of Asian Country Experiences” in Globalization and the State: Challenges for 
Economic Growth and Human Development. United Nations, New York, 2004. 

 
 Bangladesh in the Global Trade Regime: Labour, Environment, Agriculture, Export and 

Trade Negotiations. Pathak Samabesh, Dhaka, 2005 (co-author). 
 

 State of the Bangladesh Economy in 2004-2005 and Outlook for 2005-06, Dhaka: Centre 
for Policy Dialogue (CPD), 2006. 
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 State of Bangladesh Economy in 2005-2006 and Outlook for 2006-07, Dhaka: Centre for 
Policy Dialogue (CPD), 2007. 

 
 Bangladesh’s Apparel Sector in Post-MFA Period: A Benchmarking Study on the 

Ongoing Restructuring Process. Dhaka: Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD) (forthcoming). 
 

Articles/Policy Briefs/Reviews 
 

 “Bangladesh’s Experience with Foreign Direct Investment”, in Foreign Direct Investment: 
High Risk, Low Reward for Development, pp. 51-66, Bonn: Church Development Service 
(EED), November, 2004. 

 
 “Adjusting to the MFA Phase-Out: Policy Priorities”. CGD Brief, Washington, D.C.: Centre 

for Global Development, April, 2005 (with Kimberly Elliott). 
 

 “The Doha Round and Poverty: An LDC Perspective”. Bridges, Vol. 9, No. 5, pp. 13-14, 
May 2005, Geneva: International Centre for Trade and Sustainable Development 
(ICTSD). 

 
 “Least Developed Countries in Trade Negotiations: Planning Process and Information 

Needs”. Asia-Pacific Trade and Investment Review, Vol. 1, No. 1, pp. 51-68, New York: 
ESCAP, September, 2005. 

 
 “Delivering on the PRSP in Bangladesh: An Analysis of the Implementation Challenges”. 

Occasional Paper No. 54, Dhaka: Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD), 2005. 
 

 “Road to Hong Kong Ministerial of the WTO: Anticipating the “First Approximations” from 
Bangladesh Perspective”. Occasional Paper Series, No. 49, Dhaka: Centre for Policy 
Dialogue (CPD), 2005 (co-author). 

 
 “Hong Kong Ministerial of the WTO: Reflections on the Outcomes from Bangladesh 

Perspective”, Trade Policy Brief No. 12, Dhaka: Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD), 2005 
(co-author). 

 
 “Macroeconomic Performance of South Asian Economies: A Comparative Perspective on 

Bangladesh” in Regional Cooperation in South Asia: A Review of Bangladesh’s 
Development 2004. Dhaka: CPD-UPL, 2006 (co-author). 

 
 “An Evaluation of the Need and Cost of Selected Trade Facilitation Measures in 

Bangladesh: Implications for the WTO Negotiations on Trade Facilitation”. ARTNeT 
Working Paper Series, No. 9, April 2006 (rev. 8/06), Bangkok: UN-ESCAP (co-author). 

 
 “The Economic Implications of the Rise of China and India”. Bridges, Vol. 11, No. 5, pp. 

17-18, August, 2007, Geneva: International Centre for Trade and Sustainable 
Development (ICTSD) (co-author). 

 
 “Trade and Investment Linkages and Need for Policy Coordination in LDCs: A Case 

Study of Bangladesh”. ARTNeT Working Paper Series (forthcoming), Bangkok: UN-
ESCAP (co-author).      

 

 3



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


